
DENTAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

Hearing Date: January 28, 2005

Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations: Oral Conscious Sedation for Minor Patients
(OCS)

Section Affected:  1044

Specific Purpose of each adoption, amendment, or repeal:

 The proposed amendments to 1044 clarify and make more specific the requirements for
the OCS for Minor Patients. One change adds an accrediting body of educational
programs, another change will require more documentation in patient’s records, and
another change will remove an agent that causes a rise in blood pressure (vasopressor)
and replace it with a specific drug, Epinephrine.  See below for more details.

1044.2

The “periodontology residency” adds specificity for a qualifying program.

By including the “Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA)” provides clarification
that a program must be approved by this organization.  This brings the language up to date
because the Board accepts CODA’s accreditation.

1044.5

(c) Provides more clarification of what will be required in the medical history and
physical evaluation records of the patients.

(d)(1)  Removes vassopressor and names a specific drug:  Epinephrine

(d)(2)  Removes corticosteroid and re-numbers the rest of the section.

Factual Basis:

At the August 2002 meeting of the Anesthesia Committee, the Committee recommended
to Board members that an independent panel of experts be assembled to review existing
regulations for this section.  A “Blue Ribbon Panel” was assembled with experts in the
anesthesia field.  Their findings were brought to the Board on November 3, 2003.  There
have been several Board committee meetings since that time where the findings were
discussed and decisions made concerning which recommendations to implement.  These
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changes have been derived from this report.  Most of the changes are non-substantive; a
few add clarity to a specific section, and one change will require additional
documentation in the patients’ sedation records.

Underlying Data

1. Minutes from General Anesthesia Committee, November 4, 2004.
2. American Academy of Periodontology Guidelines:  In-Office Use of Conscious

Sedation in Periodontics.
3. American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Guidelines on the Effective Use of

Conscious Sedation, Deep Sedation and General Anesthesia in Pediatric Dental
Patients.

4. American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons Parameters of Care for Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery:   A Guide for Practice, Monitoring, and Evaluation, Patient
Assessment.

5. Dental Organizations for Conscious Sedation Welcome to “Essentials of Oral
Sedation”

6. American Dental Association Guidelines for the Use of Conscious Sedation, Deep
Sedation and General Anesthesia for Dentists

7. Dental Board of California summary of anesthesia-related fatalities

Business Impact:

This regulation will not have a significant adverse economic impact on businesses.

Specific Technologies or Equipment

This regulation does not mandate the use of specific technologies or equipment.

Consideration of Alternatives

No alternatives have been considered because the Dental Board of California has
determined this change will increase public protection for those minors undergoing
conscious sedation.


